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Eight public schools nominated for national Blue Ribbon award

MADISON — State Superintendent Tony Evers nominated eight schools for the National Blue Ribbon Schools
Program, which recognizes overall academic excellence or progress in improving student achievement.
The nominees are:

e  Cedarburg High School, Cedarburg School District;

e Fennimore Elementary School, Fennimore Community School District;
e Lakeshore Elementary School, Fond du Lac School District;

e  Ozaukee Middle School in Fredonia, Northern Ozaukee School District;
e  Prairie View Elementary School, Mukwonago School District;

e Roosevelt Elementary School, Janesville School District;

e Spring Valley Elementary School, Antigo Unified School District; and
o  Westside Elementary School, River Falls School District.

“Student academic success is at the center of daily activity for Blue Ribbon School nominees,” Evers said.
“The teachers, school leaders, and staff members as well as the school community come together to support high
levels of learning for all students.”

The Blue Ribbon Schools Program began in 1982 and has recognized nearly 7,000 of America’s schools
since that time. Selection criteria for this year’s program require that schools have at least 100 students and be open
for at least five years. Additionally, schools must have met annual measurable objectives for the 2011-12 and
2012-13 school years.

Awards will be given in two categories. “Exemplary High Performing Schools” are those that are in the top
15 percent for performance levels on the state’s reading and mathematics assessments and disaggregated results for
subgroups of students show similar academic achievement. “Exemplary Gap Closing Schools” have at least
40 percent of students from disadvantaged backgrounds and have school report card “Closing Gaps” index scores in
the top 15 percent of the state. Additionally, disaggregated results for subgroups of students, including students from
disadvantaged backgrounds, show improvement similar to that of all students.

Schools nominated to the program must complete the Blue Ribbon Schools application and undergo the

national review process. Awards are typically announced in early September.
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